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Amend Section 695.11, Florida Statutes. Make liens authorized by the State and counties superior to prior 
recorded instruments. This is in response to (1) the Florida Supreme Court ruling in City of Palm Bay v. Wells 
Fargo, which found a municipal enforcement board lien was inferior to a private, prior recorded lien, and 
(2) the need to have superiority for liens to recover out-of-pocket costs expended by the State and counties for
such things as a public defender, street lighting, demolition, lot clearing, etc. Currently, such liens are inferior
to private liens that are recorded first (this is also a Code Compliance issue).

Give authority for local governments to post statutorily required legal advertisements on a publicly-accessible 
website. The estimated cost to Pasco County taxpayers is $250,000.00 per year. This does not include the 
costs incurred by developers for advertising their projects. 

Amend Section 119.071(4)(d), Florida Statutes. Create a public records exemption for the home addresses, 
telephone numbers, photographs and day care information for county attorneys and their children. The 
attorneys that prosecute code enforcement and other actions against property owners are just as likely to 
be subject to harassing or retribution related public records inquiries from disgruntled defendants as code 
enforcement officers, state attorneys/prosecutors, and judges, whose information is already exempted in 
Section.071(4)(d). 

Give authority for local governments to spend public funds on private roads under specific conditions, such as 
when emergency vehicles are unable to traverse the road for public safety. 

Encourage joint use of recreational facilities by local governments and school districts, create liability limitations 
and background screening exemptions for local government-school district joint use facilities.

Legislative Requests by Branch
COUNTY ATTORNEY
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Amend Sections 34.191 and 34.045, Florida Statutes. Provide that fines received by the clerk from county 
court enforcement actions (related to violations of county ordinances) shall be paid monthly to the county. The 
clerk would retain 10% of the total amount of fines paid, to offset the Clerk’s costs. The clerk currently returns 
to municipalities 90% of fines collected for municipal ordinance violations. 

PRIORITY S.R. 52 Final Segment Widening 4 Lanes – $73.9 Million. This request is for widening of S.R. 52 
to four lanes (From U.S. 41 to Bellamy Brothers Blvd.). Design is completed; ROW is partially funded ($ 9.7 
Million needed to finish ROW); Construction ($ 64.2 Million) is not funded. (This project is # 3 on MPO’s 
Priority List).

PRIORITY Gateways Beautification Plan – $3.4 Million. For development of conceptual and design plans for 
landscape beautification and monument signage at key gateways into Pasco County, including the north and 
south county borders on US 19 (Gulf Coast Highway), and at secondary gateways from US 19 to major 
road intersections, including State Road 54, Moog Road, Little Road, Embassy Boulevard, Aripeka Road and 
Hudson Avenue. The funding request includes funding for the development of conceptual and design plans for 
landscape beautification and monument signage on major gateways to Land O’Lakes Boulevard, State Road 
54, State Road 52, and US 301. A detailed Highway Gateway Conceptual Design Plan with detailed cost 
estimates for the recommended plans for each gateway is needed. Gateways are traffic calming measures 
that are strategically placed as drivers enter these key Pasco corridors. Targeted landscaping, monuments and 
lighting and place-making projects will establish a collective vison to support local businesses and will serve 
to attract new and diverse business along these gateway corridors. This funding would complement current 
landscape plans for US 19 as well as the proposed redevelopment plan for Land O’ Lakes Boulevard.

PRIORITY Millers Bayou Working Waterfront Enhancements – $3 Million. For development of conceptual and 
design plans for construction of an underpass at US 19 and the Pithlachascotee River and replacement of 
shrimp docks in Port Richey at Millers Bayou. These shrimp docks operate as a working waterfront that serves 
the commercial shrimping industry in Pasco County. Docking space at the docks is limited, and needs to 
be expanded. A scope of work and Interlocal agreement has been drafted for the US 19 Cotee River Trail 
feasibility study. The feasibility study will detail cost estimates for the recommended plans for both the Cotee 
River Trail and the Shrimp Docks.

PRIORITY  Land O’ Lakes Redevelopment Plan – $1.5 Million. The U.S. 41 corridor or the Land O’ Lakes Boulevard is 
the primary spine of the Land O’ Lakes community and a major north-south connector within the region connecting 
Brooksville in Hernando County to employment centers in Hillsborough County. This heavily travelled route is 
marked by a suburban development pattern which has immense untapped potential for creating new jobs and 
transit-supportive communities. To this end, Pasco County and the Land O’ Lakes communities are requesting 
state assistance to study the area’s redevelopment potential, identify opportunities for land assembly, and 
create catalysts or placemaking projects that could help generate more mobility options and local employment 
centers that are served by multimodal transportation. The funding of this project will provide multiple benefits 
including continuation of a planning effort to create Town Centers that were spearheaded by the local community 
in 2003; attract reinvestments to a prime commercial corridor that is experiencing vacancy and disinvestment; 
address pedestrian safety along U.S. 41, a high-traffic corridor; evaluate much-needed mobility options; and 
create more jobs closer to the community, thereby reducing traffic congestion that has severely impacted the 
U.S. 41 and S.R. 54 corridors. The end product of this project would be a redevelopment plan that identifies 
large-scale redevelopment implementation strategies; area-level evaluation of land assembly; conceptual 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

Planning and Development

Code Enforcement
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...Planning and Development continued from previous page

design layouts for identified prime catalyst sites, Town Centers or Transit-Oriented Developments and their 
associated development programs; evaluation of needed changes to the existing regulatory framework; and 
identification of incentives and other mechanisms to facilitate implementation of the identified concepts.

PRIORITY U.S. 19 at Marine Parkway Bicycle/Pedestrian Crossing – $4 Million. This request is for an overpass 
to provide pedestrians and bicyclists with a grade-separated alternative to a daunting 10-lane crosswalk to 
cross US 19, a highway notable for its extremely high incidence of pedestrian crashes and fatalities.   This will 
tie into the Marine Parkway trail now in place on the east side of the highway and will be a US 19 gateway 
into the City of New Port Richey. This trail is priority #2 in the MPO’s 2018 List of “Regional Trail” projects 
adopted in September 2018.

PRIORITY Starkey Trail (Starkey Gap) At S.R. 54 Trail Crossing – $4 Million. This request is for a bicycle/
pedestrian overpass to provide users of the Starkey Trail with a safe, grade-separated crossing of SR 54, a 
busy six-lane highway. The Starkey Trail is part of the statewide Coast to Coast trail network, and the last 
unfinished segment south of SR 54 is now under construction, with anticipated completion in the summer of 
2019.   The overpass will provide a safer, more pleasant experience to numerous bicyclists and pedestrians, 
including families from nearby neighborhoods, users of the popular Pinellas Trail that connects to the south, 
and long-distance bicycle tourists. This trail is priority #3 in the MPO’s 2018 List of “Regional Trail” projects 
adopted in September 2018.

Plan Amendment Review Process. Pasco County continues to support maintaining a streamlined plan amendment 
review process that provides meaningful input and enforcement on issues related to important regional and 
state interests, and, possibly, to assign certain review duties to the regional level. Pasco County also supports 
and advocates that the term “important regional and state interests” be defined by statute or that existing 
statutes be amended to include criteria for defining such interests and that the state land planning agency be 
required to undertake rulemaking to define such interests.

Redevelopment. Pasco County supports initiatives that promote quality urban development and redevelopment 
within our cities, especially new statutory and regulatory incentives for projects that involve infill development, 
job creation, and economic development. Infill development and redevelopment of blighted areas and of 
dilapidated or abandoned properties supports economic development and renewed essential services and 
infrastructure to improve the quality of life in our communities. Pasco County also supports appropriate statutory 
and regulatory incentives to improve the form and pattern of development of areas with extensive antiquated 
and undeveloped subdivisions. Pasco County supports legislation that preserves the home rule powers of local 
governments to redevelop and revitalize their declining areas, including the use of tax increment financing. 
Pasco County supports local control and disposition of any disputes between local governments over the use 
of such agencies and financing.

Sustainability & Resiliency. Pasco County supports the incorporation of new community and redevelopment 
practices, standards, policy regulations, and measurable outcomes that balance the impact of the built 
environment on natural ecosystems, minimizes impacts to surrounding rural lands or water bodies, enhances 
natural biodiversity, and incorporates wise use of all resources to provide proper infrastructure and services. 
Pasco County strongly encourages and supports using a combination of incentives for sustainable and livable 
communities and regulatory frameworks to mitigate problems related to flooding, natural disasters and 
resource consumption, as well as fostering the redevelopment and revitalization of urban areas and local 
hazard mitigation and post-disaster redevelopment planning.

STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 2019
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Increase Accountability and Transparency for Community Redevelopment Agencies (CRAs) making numerous 
changes to Ch. 163, F.S.: 
• Increase accountability and transparency for CRAs by requiring annual ethics training, establishing 

reporting requirements, providing moneys in the redevelopment trust fund may only be expended pursuant 
to an annual budget for purposes provided in current law, and requires counties and municipalities to 
include CRA data in their annual financial report;

• Require each CRA to use the same procurement and purchasing processes as the creating county or 
municipality;

• Limit to 18 percent administrative and overhead expenses for the CRA’s total annual budget; and
• Require county approval for the adoption and amendment of all municipal CRA community redevelopment 

plans.

Amend 163.410 and Eliminate 163.415, Florida Statutes. According to 163.410 the exercise of power resides 
with the charter counties which allow the county to approve CRA budgets and redevelopment plans, among 
other things. Statute 163.415, on the other hand, delegates the exercise of these powers to the municipality 
unless it delegates authority to the County. Therefore, while the municipal CRA’s are spending county funds, 
the county has no authority to enforce the rule of law even when a violation has been discovered. Eliminate the 
distinction between charter and non-charter counties regarding the exercise of power by eliminating 163.415 
and modifying 163.410 as follows, “exercise of powers in counties with home rule charters.” 

Amend the Florida Administrative Code 69I-73.002. Although 274.02(2), Florida Statutes, invests the Chief 
Financial Officer with the authority to establish capitalization thresholds, the Florida Administrative Code sets 
the threshold at $1,000 threshold. This is an antiquated threshold. We ask the threshold be set to $5,000 or 
removed reference to a specific threshold completely from the Administrative Code. 

Amend Section 129.01(2)(b), Florida Statutes. Current law requires Counties to budget revenue at “95 percent 
of all receipts reasonably anticipated from all sources, including taxes to be levied.” This requirement makes 
sense for Ad Valorem and Assessments which provide the taxpayer a discount for early payment. For other 
types of revenue, however, this requirement unnecessarily forces Counties to reduce service levels to meet 
this artificial ceiling. Revise as “budget revenue at 95 percent of all receipts reasonably anticipated from all 
sources, including ad valorem tax receipts and MSTU/MSBU assessments, all other receipts can be budgeted 
at 100%.”

Allow the Second Local Option Fuel Tax under Section 336.025(1)(b)(3), Florida Statutes to pay for Operation 
& Maintenance since we have to use Tax Increment to cover the difference to maintain existing roads and new 
roads after they are constructed with Gas Tax, Mobility Fees, etc. 

INTERNAL SERVICES
Management and Budget
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PUBLIC SERVICES
Animal Services

Community Development

Libraries

Creation of a Statewide Animal Abuse Registry. Pasco County currently has an Animal Abuse Ordinance 
and Pasco County Animal Abuser Search (Pasco Clerk’s homepage), but a Statewide Animal Abuse Registry 
would be more effective. (See SB 618 2012).

PRIORITY Homeless Services Center and Temporary Family Housing – $700,000. The Pasco County BOCC 
approved in June 2018 the Coalition for the Homeless of Pasco County Inc. to lease two county owned 
buildings. One building will be used to provide temporary residential family housing (Including an on-site 
management office). The second building will be used as a housing services center and will provide office 
space for the lessee’s staff and continuum of care partners. This one-time capital funding request will be used 
to refurbish and retrofit the current structures, initial estimate for project is $1.5M. Additional funding sources 
for this project: $680,000 has been committed by the BOCC using CDBG funds; $100,000 has been 
committed through the United Way of Pasco County.

Aid To Local Governments Grants And Aids – Library Grants. State Aid was cut by more than $2 million, in 
the 2018 Session. Goal: Increase funding.

Fixed Capital Outlay Library Construction Grants. Line item was eliminated in the 2018 Session. Goal: Restore 
funding. (Note: The Pasco County Library System has applied for a Public Library Construction Grant from the 
Department of State, Division of Library and Information Services. The grant would be used to assist with the 
construction of the Starkey Ranch Library.)

Smart Horizons Career Online High School (Special Categories Grants And Aids - School And Instructional 
Enhancements). Continued support for this program that enables older students to earn high school diplomas.

Aid To Local Governments Grants And Aids - Library Cooperatives. Florida’s Multitype Library Cooperatives 
(MLC) – Continued support for Florida’s five (5) MLC’s that support libraries statewide.

STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 2019
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PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE
Solid Waste

Public Works

Amend Section 366.91 (2) (b) (c), Florida Statutes:

(2) As used in this section, the term: 

(b) “Customer-owned renewable generation” means an electric generating system located on a customer’s 
premises that is primarily intended to offset part or all of the customer’s electricity requirements with renewable 
energy. 

(c) “Net metering” means a metering and billing methodology: (i) whereby customer-owned renewable 
generation is allowed to offset the customer’s electricity consumption on site; or, (ii) when the customer is a 
Florida local governmental entity that owns a waste-to-energy facility, the customer is allowed at its option to 
use any or all of the electricity generated to offset all or part of the customer’s electricity consumption, on-site 
or at off-site metering locations within the same service area of an electric utility. 

Through this amendment local governments will be allowed to use the power they produce at their WTE 
plants to offset electricity they purchase via the billing mechanism known as net metering. Local government 
net metering will give a local government credit for electricity it generates, to use at its other facilities such as 
waste water treatment plant, airports, seaports or offices. This simple change will bring significant savings to 
tax payers while having virtually no effect on utilities. Florida law currently provides for net metering on-site, 
so only a simple change would be required to accommodate WTE facilities.

PRIORITY Hidden Lake (SW-827; CFI N967). Certain areas downstream of Hidden Lake have flooded during 
recent events. Areas most impacted by flooding from this watershed include residences near Bass Lake, 
Yellow Lake, and Scout Lake. In recent events, portable showers, etc. were provided to the residents due to 
the prolonged nature of the flooding. It should be noted that some of the residents found themselves with few 
personal resources to call upon in their time of need. The project would provide flood relief to downstream 
properties immediately after completion. The project consists of constructing a berm around Hidden Lake. 
The berm would allow the lake property to retain more water, and then discharge at a controlled/reduced 
rate. This project will, in addition, serve to provide aquifer recharge and water quality benefits. This flood 
protection project will be designed to reduce flood levels so as to remove 60+ homes currently lying within the 
flood hazard area and reduce the length of roadway flooding by as much as 4,432 feet. (Dist. 4/SWFWMD 
$200,000 FY19). The estimated cost of the project is $6,000,000.

PRIORITY Zephyr Creek Units 3 & 4 (SW-808; CFI N990). The Zephyr Creek watershed has historically flooded 
during even minor events due to many structures and roadways lying within the 100-year flood hazard area.  
In 2004 the first improvement, Unit 5, Geiger Pond was constructed. The remaining units consist of channel 
and culvert improvements along Zephyr Creek. Many of the residents affected by this flooding reside year-
round. Many of those are on fixed-incomes. Zephyr Creek units 3 and 4 run from Geiger pond on Eiland 
Blvd. to C Avenue in Zephyr Hills. The project includes channel improvements and culvert replacements along 
the creek. These units will complete the Lake Zephyr project, and in conjunction with Geiger pond and Units 
One and Two, will result in over 1000 parcels’ being removed from the floodplain. This proposed project 
promises to reduce expected flood levels so that approximately fifty-nine (59) structures can be reclassified 
as lying above the FEMA floodplain. Furthermore, the project will address access deficiencies. (Dists. 1 & 2/
SWFWMD $300,000 FY19). The estimated cost of the project is $5,100,000.

Public Works continued on next page... 
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Plantation Palms (SW-826; Q033). This project is for restoring and stabilizing an approximately 1800-foot 
segment of the existing Plantation Palms major drainage flow-way. The Plantation Palms drainage ditch lies 
between the Plantation Palms residential community to the south, and the older Lake Padgett Estates to the 
north. The ditch is approximately 5,000 feet long, with a top width that varies from 50 to 60 feet. Flow 
enters the ditch from culverts under Collier Parkway, at the Parkway Boulevard intersection, and continues 
easterly between the two residential communities for terminal discharge into the Cypress Creek floodplain. 
The project is to prevent possible damage to 17 residential dwellings on parcels that abut the Plantation Palms 
ditch, as well as to maintain a free-flowing large drainage flow-way. Without the project, catastrophic failure 
could occur in the ditch, resulting in possible property damage. (Dist. 2). The estimated cost of the project is 
$3,200,000.

PRIORITY PHSC Berm/Boggy Creek (SW-746; CFI Q042). The Boggy Creek system receives storm-water from 
Crane’s Roost, Lake Worrell Acres, Crescent Forest and Bass Lake Estates neighborhoods in major storm events. 
These areas have experienced major flooding in recent and historical storm events. The intent of this project is 
to evaluate the existing storm-water system and identify opportunities to improve drainage conveyance in the 
system. Items that will be considered are an expansion of the capacity for the existing drainage system (e.g., 
Boggy Creek) as well as potentially creating new conveyance paths near the Hidden Lake Airport and behind 
the Pasco Hernando State College on Ridge Road where the existing berm will be breached with a drop 
structure. This will allow the upstream waters to be conveyed more directly to Boggy Creek, thus relieving the 
flooding in the Lake Worrell system. (Dist. 4/SWFWMD $125,000 FY19). The estimated cost of the project 
is $3,300,000.

PRIORITY Buck/Lanier (SW-607; Q012). The area at Buck and Lanier Roads and the area near Fantasy Lane 
experience flooding regularly. Adding increased storage will reduce flooding in these two areas of a closed 
basin protecting multiple structures. Discharge from the Crystal Lakes MHP north of HWY 54 causes the 
flooding and makes this an intermediate system. Many of the affected residents are on fixed incomes. (Dist. 
1/SWFWMD $60,000 FY19). The estimated cost of the project is $700,000.

Griffin Park Flood Abatement (SW-944). The Griffin Park area is an older residential community in Pasco 
County that experiences flooding during small and large rainstorms, due to a lack of storage and inadequate 
conveyances. The community is located in the southeast quadrant of the intersection of SR 52 and Little 
Road. Flooding makes roads impassable, and results in numerous complaints from citizens. Approximately 
7 residential structures also experience some flooding. Many of the affected residents are on fixed incomes. 
Over the years, the County has had to pump flood waters to downstream areas when such areas could 
accommodate the extra runoff, and when spare pumps were available. The project’s goal is flood reduction 
for citizens of Pasco County, involving both structural and roadway flooding. The project entails creating 
new storage, expanding existing inadequate storage, possible property acquisition and improved or new 
conveyances. (Dist. 5). The estimated cost of the project is $1,000,000.

South Branch At SR 54 & Crossings Blvd (SW-986). The Sierra Pines subdivision suffers from chronic flooding. 
The South Branch canal drains most of the subdivision and is constrained by drainage obstructions created 
by undersized structures and flow-through wetlands. The proposed project will increase conveyance of the 
South Branch canal which will lower flooding in the Sierra Pines Subdivision.  (Dist. 3). The estimated cost of 
the project is $6,300,000.

Public Works continued on next page... 
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Double Hammock Creek At Hwy 19 & Scenic Drive (SW-748). The project is located in the Double Hammock 
Watershed. The Jasmine Lakes neighborhood and downstream commercial properties have historically flooded 
during even minor events, due in part to insufficient conveyance, both for minor and major rainfall events. 
The existing triple pipes crossing Scenic Drive as well as the existing triple box culverts crossing US 19 are 
undersized for major events for the flows passing through Double Hammock Creek. To address neighborhood 
flooding in significant events, both sets of culverts must be upsized or, an alternate means of conveyance must 
be provided. (Dist. 5). The estimated cost of the project is $4,000,000.

Silver Oaks (SW-916). The area in Zephyrhills in and around the Silver Oaks golf club is a closed basin that 
experiences serious flooding during major events. Well over 100 homes and .700+businesses are affected by 
the flooding along with many roads. This project would construct a regional pond upstream of the golf course 
and open the basin to Zephyr Creek south of Eiland Boulevard. (Dist. 1). The estimated cost of the project is 
$12,500,000.

Amend Section 627.7073 (2) 3. Support for legislative language ensuring that landlords disclose to tenants 
whether the properties they are renting out are repaired or unrepaired sinkhole properties. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
Emergency Management
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